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Kakuma refugee camp is located in Kenya’s Turkana desert & one of the 
biggest camps in the Horn of Africa, counting 200.000 inhabitants of 14 
different nationalities.  
For making his documentary THE INVISIBLE CITY KAKUMA, Lieven 
Corthouts decided to stay in Kakuma for 5 years and started working in a 
school and telephone shop. He realized that the number of children arriving 
and living in the camp alone is huge. Contrary to widely held belief, most of 
them are not orphans. Families get divided because of situations of war, but 
also for more pragmatic reasons e.g. parents send their children off to the 
camps for schooling. Telephone numbers remain the only fragile lines that connect them. But 
numbers get lost, telephone networks go down in instable home countries, other family 
members flee for new conflicts. The only option is to go to the Red Cross who is officially 
responsible for family reunification. However, the procedure is very administrative, 
takes many months and leaves refugees dependent of their help. 
 

 
 
Doelstelling 
A mobile app could empower them to reunite with their families more easily if it is a simple 
app that can also be used by the least educated communities and especially an app that 
works grassroots and is spread and promoted by refugee communities themselves. An app 
that is independent of top-down decision making and can exist over a long period of time. 
However, the solution should not be limited to a mobile app as kids without smart phones 
also should be able to find their parents.  
 
Onderzoeksdomeinen/vakgebieden 
Mobile applications, cloud computing, embedded prototyping, wearables 
 
Opdracht 
Work out the entire concept and build a demonstrator – not limited to mobile app - to solve 
the above problem. Wearables might be a solution, but any other ideas are most welcome. 
 
Aantal studenten 
2 of 3 
 
Promotor 
Celine Broeckaert (Timescapes) ism Sofie Van Hoecke 

The Invisible City [Kakuma] – Find me project 
 


